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That plain statement of the facts may be 
supplemented by some elucidation of 
them. The whole strategic situation is 
governed by the fact that the enemy 
are permitted to retain the initiative, In 
othér words, they are able to mass reserves 
at their chosen point, and in this case 
their advantage was accentuated by tho 
fact that their reserves were disposed in 
concentration areas where they would be 
available equally for action. west towards 
Amiens and south towards the Aisne.\ On 
the other hand, the Allies must clearly in 
this situation hold then reserves in hand 
until the direction of the enemy’s main 
thrust is disclosed. The actual defensive 
front is, therefore, lightly held, and must 
yield under superior pressure. The four 
British divisions in line upon the Aisne, 
and the French divisions right and left of 
them, were heavily outnumbered, and 
were withdrawn fighting in good order, 
This strategy can be pursued the more 
readily on the Aisne front in that behind 
that front no vital lines of communication 
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and Wales there are 8,502,000 acres uider 
potatoes and corn, &n increase of 2 ,042,000 
in two years. That is a remarkable re- 
cond, though, of course, it is surpassed 
easily by our Irish achievement. ‘The 
report tells us that in England and 
Wales alone there are over 200,000 
fewer male labourers on the land 
to-day than in the year before the war. 
A certain amount of work, it is true, 
done by soldiers and by prisoners of war, 
but, that fíct is taken into account in 
calculating the shortage. The increased 
production of corn and potatoes in Great 
Britain will result in a saving of over 
1,500,000 tons of shipping during the 
coming year. In the past British Govern- 
ments neglected agriculture, and their 
neglect endangered the national existence. 
Thanks to the energy, resource, and 
patriotism of the farmers, that dancer has 
been largely overcome. 
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The main point about the battle news 
is that the enemy are nearer Paris to- day 
than they were yesterday. The German 
offensive has been successful in over 
running the French salient between 
Soissons and Rheims, and this success may 
have important consequences, The situa- 
tion on the Aisne front has been utterly 
changed, and it is quite possible that the 
abandonment of Rheims will have to be 
taken into consideration. ‘Yet it is im- 
possible to say whether this offensive is 
the real thing or not. That cannot be 
decided until some days have passed. The 
battle, however, is an important one, ios 
the enemy are throwing in large forces 
and using a great weight of artillery. No 
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A WARNING TO FARMERS. 
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LETTER FROM MR. STANDISH O'GRADY. 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE IRISH TIMES. 

Sirn,—Seme one who can command and ep. 
force attention ought to remind the farmers 
of Ircland that they held their lands—that is, 
all rural Irejand—not by the eword or an: 
other evident and explainable title, but by Acts 
of the Imperial Parliament; also that their 
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a hundred millions of pounda sterling. 
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